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From the Perspective of History,Development of Continuing
Education in Higher Learning Institutions in China.

Connotations., Contributions and Directions

LAO Ytyuan

(College of Continuing Education, South China Normal University, Guangzhou, Guangdong 510631, China)

Abstract: From education after junior high school to post-secondary education, then to post-univer-
sity education, continuing education in higher learning institutions in China has different historic conno-
tations and contribution in different historical periods. During the period of cadres training, the main
forms of education included instant high school, night university and correspondence education, which
emphasized the compensation for academic certificate and had trained a large number of workers and
peasants cadres. During the period of staffs education, the main forms of education included radio and
television university, night university, correspondence education, job training and social aid for self-
study examination, which emphasized the promotion of education level and had made up for a decade of
talent gap. During the period of opening to social members, the main forms of education included
modern distance education, open education and various workshops, which started to emphasize non-de-
gree education and lifelong education. According to the historical development, continuing education in
higher learning institutions in China will presert the diversity of the features and benefit all people in the
future.
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